MERCH A N T 5 


PRIZE OHIPS of HY RNMENT, | 


Tu E Clauſe for hilidering Foreign Bottoms fold by G | 
and others, to Britiſh Subjects, having the Bounty in the Bill 
brought into the Houſe for the Encouragement of the Whale Fiſhery, 
ſtrikes at the Root of Trade, and muſt materially injure a oreat Num- 
ber of His Majeſty's Subjects, who have purchaſed of Government, 
ſince the late War, a Number of Sloops of War, which were captured 
from the Enemy, and then fold as Britiſh Ships, in conſequence 
of, and bought under the Sanction of the N. avigation Act of the 26th 
of His preſent Majeſty, many of which have been almoſt totally rebuilt 
by the different Ship Builders of this Kingdom, for the Merchants Ser- 
vice, and are now employed in various Trades, thoſe Ships being fine 
falling Bodies, and fit for any Employ wherein Diſpatch is required. 


17 the Henourgbla Houſe ſhould paſs the above Clauſe, it will, of 
Canes make thoſe Ships, that Government ſhall hereafter - 
_ fell, not worth a Quarter Part what they would otherwiſe {ell for. 5 


It ois hoped the Houſe will take the ſaid Clauſe into Contilere- 
tion, and provide, That > ſuch of his Majeſty's Subjects, who have 
bought Prize Ships of Government, and have obtained Britiſh Re- 
giſters for them, may be continued in the ſame Privileges that they 
at preſent enjoy: If not, it will materially injure the Owners, who 
are now in Poſſeſſion of ſuch Ships, and will operate very much, 
as a Check, to the fitting out Veſſels for the Fiſheries, and con- 
ſequently to the Decreaſe of Britiſh Seamen. 
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